
 describes Jivaroan Achuar co-wives' opposition to a violent hus
 band as culminating in ".. .even a strike in the kitchen" (p. 100).
 This sort of comment implicitly degrades the extra-domestic
 roles of women/wives, and perhaps more so demonstrates an
 inappropriate application of the domestic/public dichotomy.
 It also implies an employer/labourer relationship between
 husband and co-wives which is quite thoroughly inappropriate.

 Many of the articles (including Bonnemere, Hill and Bier
 sack) focus on "male initiations" as "making men" (Papua New
 Guinea case studies) as opposed to "renewing the cosmos"
 (Amazonian examples). This difference is then related in inter
 esting ways to differing ideas of the origins of the cosmos and
 of living species (Bonnemere, 41). Hill compares "marked"
 and "unmarked cults" across the two regions, and looks also
 at the parallels in childbirth rites. Biersack (rather unfairly)
 criticizes Turner and Van Gennep for not seeing the repro
 ductive politics in male-focussed rituals. In her analysis of a rit
 ual practiced by the Paiela of the Papua New Guinea Highlands
 in order to grow boys' hair and bodies,she makes an original
 point that the goal is to make them into not men, but husbands.

 One might reasonably ask, though, whether it is indeed mak
 ing them into potential fathers instead, and whether that is an
 important distinction to draw.

 Fisher, Conklin and Strathern all focus on definitions of

 personhood, variously taking into account bodily substances,
 age, age roles, and same-sex and cross-sex orientations. Jolly
 adds a consideration of sexuality, fertility and food in South
 Pentecost, Vanuatu. For a collection that uses the term
 "Melanesia" in its title, Jolly's is the only piece that is based
 on ethnographic research outside of Papua New Guinea. Brown
 also introduces some material little noticed in the literature:

 cases in which women or girls have taken prominent leader
 ship roles in religious movements. As in Jolly's article, there
 is welcome attention paid by Brown to historical alterations in
 sexuality and gender.

 With Hugh-Jones' article, the volume returns to "male
 cults" as fields of sociocultural conceptualization?of bodies,
 both male and female, and their substances, of the flow of life
 through reproduction. Roscoe interprets male cults as efforts
 to establish and maintain a masculine identity based on
 strength; Gregor and Tuzin show how difficult this is to accom
 plish. As they put it, they try to show how ".. .the cult reflects

 an effort, at times desperate, to hold together an all-too-frag
 ile masculine self" (p. 309).

 Gregor and Tuzin provide a short concluding chapter
 which puts it all into focus very nicely. I did have a good
 chuckle, however, at their assertion that in much of Melazonia,
 "Gender is still King" (p. 340). How ironic to use such a West
 ern masculinist metaphor for non-hierarchical societies in
 which gender relations are a site of such contestation, as evi
 denced especially in their own article (chap. 13).

 Overall Gender in Amazonia and Melanesia is a theo
 retically sophisticated, ethnographically rich resource. There
 is still some tendency, however, to prioritize men's rites, even
 though many of the authors do acknowledge the important

 roles of women, even in those so-called "men's rites." As Jolly
 puts it,".. .we still tend to naturalize and dehistoricize mater

 nities, while we proliferate types of'men' (big men, great men,
 men-men, clan-men) and culturalize and historicize paternities.
 The varieties of women, femaleness, and maternities are more

 rarely plotted and, if they are, are typically seen as derivative
 (cf. Strathern, 1988)" (p. 191). Nonetheless, this volume rep
 resents the anthropologist's anthropology, fascinating for those
 who crave ethnographic detail and the thrust and parry of con

 trary interpretations. It is a great text with which profes
 sionals can continue the debates and on which graduate stu
 dents can cut their intellectual teeth.

 One reservation remains, especially with students in mind.
 For my liking, too few of the articles come to grips with his
 torical change in gender relations and with contemporary cir
 cumstances and cultural experiences, Jolly's and Brown's arti
 cles being notable exceptions. It might be argued that, given
 the book's purpose, this was not required; but it is certainly
 possible that where much change has occurred much light
 could be shed on that same purpose by looking at the nature
 of that change. Gregor and Hizin themselves recognize this
 when they note that the gender inflections of the Ilahita Ara

 pesh ".. .are extreme even by New Guinea standards, brought
 about by the latter's sudden increase in settlement size and
 social complexity" (p. 340).

 Andrew Strathern, Pamela J. Stewart, Laurence M.
 Carucci, Lin Poyer, Richard Feinberg and Cluny Macpher
 son, Oceania: An Introduction to the Cultures and Identities

 of Pacific Islanders, Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press,
 2002,249 pages.

 Reviewer: Ellen E. Facey
 University of Northern British Columbia

 The material is presented in three independent parts: "The
 South-West Pacific" by Strathern and Stewart (67 pp. of text),
 "The Eastern Pacific" by Feinberg and Macpherson (53 pp.),
 and "The West Central Pacific" by Carucci and Poyer (52 pp.).

 In their very brief Introduction to the volume, Strathern
 and Stewart reject the common anthropological areal terms?
 Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia? in favour of compass
 directions, except where they use the older terms in quota
 tions marks, to signify their dissatisfaction with them. Fein
 berg and Macpherson are of a different opinion, as indicated
 by the quotation marks they place on the phrase the "East
 ern Pacific" in the title of part 2. Strathern and Stewart say
 that the sections ("parts") into which the book is divided "...
 correspond to geographical, historical, and cultural differ
 ences within the region as a whole, but we do not stress these
 broad divisions as such." Yet, having named the parts of the
 book for those divisions does indeed give stress or emphasis
 to them.
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 Stewart and Strathern provide the volume's aim: "... to
 provide an overview of ethnography, history, and contemporary

 changes in a broad range of societies across the Pacific region"
 (p. 3). They say that their intended audience is undergraduate
 college students; however, knowing that the average col
 lege/university student already finds Mela/Micro/Polynesia
 sufficiently hard to keep straight, I would rather that Strath
 ern and Stewart had either used the traditional terms, or had

 taken the more sophisticated approach of avoiding this clas
 sificatory problem altogether. They state that "contemporary
 processes," "common ethnographic themes" and "dynamic
 differences" in Oceania as a whole are their primary interest
 (p. 4). Actually organizing the book around these concepts,
 rather than according to geographic areas (whatever one
 might call them), would have provided a unique treatment of
 Oceanic ethnography.

 Additionally, in their Introduction, Stewart and Strathern
 note that they ".. .have written this book in the conviction that
 this Pacific world...is a world worth knowing, as much today
 as it was perceived to be by its earlier explorers, whether cap
 tains of ships or writers of books" (p. 3). While I agree with this,

 I also wonder why they feel they need to make this state
 ment. The underlying issue is not how "worth knowing" Pacific
 cultures are, but the noxious habit of Westerners' judging
 other cultures as more or less interesting and therefore worth
 knowing in direct correlation with how "exotic" they appear to
 be. I wonder which audience Stewart and Strathern are try
 ing to convince of the value of knowing contemporary Pacific
 cultures: students, their own colleagues, or the general public?

 Part 1 of the book focusses on the South-West Pacific.

 The first section is overly detailed. For an undergraduate text
 book, providing accurate content is essential, of course, but so
 is building a sense of place and context, visual clues and cues
 to aid students' memory and understanding, and that sense of
 "being there." What few pictures there are?nine?only appear
 at the end of the text of this section, preceding the Refer
 ences, very much like footnotes. None is in colour. Five are
 from Mt. Hagen, and not one is from outside Papua New
 Guinea.

 The pictures seem like archival footage, frequently
 focussing on ritual moments?the National Geographic type
 of native (Lutz and Collins, Ch.5), strangely dressed, fright
 ening or scowling, and more often than not, nameless: "a
 female mourner," "a male dancer," "a newly married bride," "a
 younger man."

 Part 1 also contains 16 "Case Studies": two on Fiji; one
 each on New Caledonia andVanuatu; three on the Solomons;
 and nine focussed on Papua New Guinea. These are all writ
 ten by Strathern and Stewart, but each relies heavily on
 another author. As they summarize, Strathern and Stewart fre
 quently refer back to their own ethnographic experiences?as
 in "... and here also we find a clear similarity with the High
 lands of Papua New Guinea..." (35)?a strategy that at times
 detracts from the material in the case studies themselves.

 PNG is overrepresented in part 1 in relation to other parts of

 the south-west Pacific. It does not also need to be treated as

 the reference point for comparison for all the other Melanesian
 case studies.

 The rationale behind the choice of subjects for the case
 studies is not clear, but the main focus is on politics and polit
 ical changes of the 20th century. Part 1 closes with "An
 Overview of Political Problems," followed by the photographs
 and collected References.

 Part 2 concerns the "Eastern Pacific." Written by Richard
 Feinberg and Cluny Macpherson, it hangs together much bet
 ter than part 1, without giving priority or centrality to one
 nation. As an overview I found it much more useful than part
 1, especially the portions that are concise summaries of com

 mon themes: honor, mana, tapu, aloha and descent (although
 this last is surprisingly brief).

 In lieu of many shorter case studies, the latter section of
 part 2 focusses on contemporary issues relating to the Maori
 of Aotearoa (New Zealand), Samoa, and Anuta, as three "vari
 ants of the Polynesian experience" (p. 130). Each of these is a
 solid and readable historical overview. Again, photographs
 and references follow the text rather than being incorporated
 into it. There are a few more photos than in part 1, and they
 are spread more evenly among the different nations and are
 linked to the different activities discussed in the section.

 I would feel comfortable assigning part 2 to undergradu
 ates. It provides a comprehensive, yet manageable, introduc
 tion to the commonalities and diversity of the cultures classed
 as the "Eastern Pacific," their prehistory, historic experiences
 and more contemporary processes and concerns. Feinberg
 and Macpherson have given us a valuable document, a schol
 arly overview which neither becomes mired in detail nor
 overemphasizes the authors' own ethnographic areas.

 The West Central Pacific is treated in part 3 by Laurence
 Carucci and Lin Poyer. It is a stylistic halfway house between
 parts 1 and 2. There is considerable general information, and
 most parts of the sub-region are discussed, especially with
 reference to ecological variation, political systems and colonial
 histories. The focus is on the varied senses of identity which
 have evolved out of these situations.

 As in the first two parts, case studies are presented to
 exemplify the processes involved. In the last major section of
 part 3 Carucci and Poyer concentrate on religious change? a
 dizzying array of Christian influences brought by Spanish,
 German, American, and even Japanese. The final major sec
 tion is called the "Reification of Culture and the Politics of Tra

 dition." The nine photographs that complete this part of the
 book are an interesting and appropriate mix of "traditional"
 and modern.

 Of the three parts of this book, the most coherent and use

 ful for teaching Pacific ethnography are parts 2 and 3, in that
 order. Ideally, it would have been wonderful to have a fully inte
 grated consideration of Oceania as a whole, as the title seems
 to promise. However, the complexity of each of the book's
 three parts shows just how difficult that would be. Until some

 one manages that, this will be the closest thing we will have to
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 it. As such, it is an extremely valuable effort. But, if you plan
 to use it for undergraduates, they will need to be senior stu
 dents. The book's length is deceptive; these are 249 pages of
 densely compacted material.

 References
 Lutz, Catherine A and Jane L. Collins

 1993 Reading National Geographic, Chicago: University of
 Chicago Press.

 Desjardins Michel, Le jardin d'ombres. La poetique et la
 politique de la reeducation sociale. Preface de Gilles Bibeau,
 Collection Problemes sociaux et interventions sociales, Presses
 de l'Universite du Quebec, 2002,235 pages.

 Recenseur : Raymond Masse
 Universite Laval

 Le Quebec n'a pas echappe a la mouvance qui amena plu
 sieurs societes occidentales a proposer une desinstitutionna
 lisation des personnes presentant des deficiences intellec
 tuelles et a promouvoir leur reinsertion sociale. Ce mouvement
 qui a pris par exemple des allures parfois radicales, en Italie
 par exemple, fut officialise au Quebec en 1988 par son ins
 cription dans les politiques explicites du Ministere de la sante
 et des services sociaux. Mais quels furent les resultats de
 cette entreprise, aux fondements ideologiques lourds, mais
 recuperee pour des motifs largement utilitaristes par l'Etat
 gestionnaire? Dans les termes de Michel Desjardins, tant les
 anthropologues que les sociologues, ont la responsabilite de
 questionner de quelles fagons s'est effectue cette integration
 des personnes? Leur integration est-elle reelle ou symbo
 lique? Benefique ou source alternative de marginalisation et
 de stigmatisation? Quel est leur mode de vie? La nature et
 l'adequation de leur reseau social? Peut-on parler de reussite
 de cette politique a la lumiere des moyens investis? C'est a des
 questions de ce type que repond l'auteur suivant une demarche
 ethnographique classique qui l'amena a etudier la vie quoti
 dienne des beneficiaires d'un Centre d'accueil montrealais,
 pionnier par ses programmes de ?reeducation sociale? de defi
 cients mentaux legers.

 Sans nier les contributions des theories de l'etiquetage, du

 stigmate et du faconnement social des ?modeles d'inconduites?
 qui ont marque les etudes de la construction sociale des
 deviances, Michel Desjardins aura ici plutot recours aux
 approches de la signification et de la semiotique de la culture
 pour, non plus analyser la socialisation a l'incompetence des per
 sonnes deficientes intellectuelles mais pour s'interesser au
 ?rite de purification que notre societe a elabore afin d'eradiquer
 leur difference et de les integrer au reste de la communaute?
 (p. 13). S'inspirant des quatre fonctions de la signification que
 D'Andrade definit comme etant la representation, la construc
 tion, la direction et revocation, Desjardins s'attaque aux signes

 et aux interpretations qui, dans le Centre d'accueil, ?induit
 des manieres de faire, de penser, de percevoir et d'eprouver spe
 cifiques a ces personnes et a leur entourage? (p. 14). II s'inte
 ressera alors non pas a la construction sociale de la deficience,
 theme plus classiquement traite par l'anthropologie, mais a la
 construction des categories inedites? que deviennent les bene
 ficiaires, educateurs, animateurs, ateliers de travail, apparte
 ments regroupes ou foyers de groupe.

 Eouvrage se earacterise d'abord par son souci du detail
 ethnographique et la parole donnee aux deficients et aux edu
 cateurs. Le lecteur se trouve plonge dans une description

 minutieuse et sensible des rapports des beneficiaires aux lieux
 physiques, des rapports sociaux de solidarite mais aussi des
 conflits de clans, des tensions interindividuelles et des mes
 quineries mais aussi des elans d'entraide entre deficients, de
 la deconstruction et la reconstruction des reseaux d'amitie

 suite aux departs des residants du 5 445 (nom de la ressource
 residentielle etudiee). Le lecteur pourra aussi suivre les depla
 cements des residents qui partent chaque matin soit pour
 aller travailler dans le cadre de stage non remuneres ou dans
 des ateliers supervises, soit pour participer a diverses activi
 tes de formation et d'education. Nous pouvons les suivre dans
 Tintimite des rites de solidarite qui balisent leurs loisirs ou les
 fetes, dans leur quete de normalite a travers Tideal d'une vie
 conjugate, dans leurs rapports quotidiens avec les animateurs
 a la fois instructeurs et mauvais boss, confidents et fouineurs,

 protecteurs et meres pontes. Mais surtout la deuxieme partie
 de l'ouvrage nous introduit dans Tintimite de la forme et des
 contenus des programmes de ?reeducation sociale?. Desjardins
 analyse alors avec finesse et sensibilite de quelles fagons, mais
 aussi avec quels resultats mitiges, les locataires du centre
 d'accueil Les Marronniers s'efforcent d'apprendre a maitriser
 les techniques les plus basiques des soins corporels, de la
 tenue du foyer, des imperatifs de ponctualite et de productivite
 qui reglent le marche du travail, le tout regi par des ?plans de
 soins individualises?. Dans un souci du respect des besoins et
 des aspirations des beneficiaires, l'auteur montre les limites de
 ces efforts de reinsertion et de reeducation sociale : meme

 apres plusieurs annees de supervision et de stimulation, la
 grande majorite des locataires des Centre Marronniers n'ac
 querront pas les habiletes et les competences permettant de
 vivre de fagon autonome. Plus encore, la majorite d'entre eux,
 ralentiront plus ou moins consciemment le rythme d'appren
 tissage, effrayes par la perspective d'affronter une societe
 exterieure depourvue de la securite qu'offre le soutien quoti
 dien des animateurs et le milieu protege des residences et
 des ateliers supervises. Bien sur, comme le montre Desjardins,
 ce milieu de vie n'a rien de ?naturel?. Ce milieu adapte repre
 sente en fait un ?monde parallele?, un ?simulacre? du monde
 normal reproduit ici en echelle reduite, ?en miniature?. Le
 monde des beneficiaires ?est ainsi une vaste reconstruction

 esthetique de notre monde [...] cette marge voilee a la fois si
 semblable et si differente du centre?.

 Tout en vivant dans une marginalite accueillante, les bene
 ficiaires ont toutefois Timpression illusoire de vivre dans le

 296 / Book Reviews / Comptes rendus Anthropologica 46 (2004)

������������ ������������� 


	Contents
	p. 294
	p. 295
	p. 296

	Issue Table of Contents
	Anthropologica, Vol. 46, No. 2 (2004) pp. 123-306
	Front Matter
	Commodities, Capitalism and Globalization / Marchandises, Capitalisme et Mondialisation
	Commodities, Capitalism and Globalization: Introduction [pp. 123-129]
	Marchandises, Capitalisme et Mondialisation: Introduction [pp. 131-138]
	In Search of the Midas Touch: Gold, Güiriseros and Globalization in Nicaragua [pp. 139-151]
	Globalization and Alternative Localities [pp. 153-164]
	Extra Virgin Olive Oil and Slow Food [pp. 165-176]
	The "Arab Wave" in World Music after 9/11 [pp. 177-188]
	Refashioning Commodities: Women and the Sourcing of Secondhand Clothing in the Philippines [pp. 189-202]
	Contradictions of Class and Consumption When the Commodity Is Labour [pp. 203-218]
	þÿ�þ�ÿ���G���l���o���b���a���l���i���z���a���t���i���o���n��� ���a���n���d��� ���M���o���d���e���r���n���i���t���y�������A��� ���C���a���s���e��� ���S���t���u���d���y��� ���o���f��� ���C���o���g���n���a���c��� ���C���o���n���s���u���m���p���t���i���o���n��� ���i���n��� ���H���o���n���g��� ���K���o���n���g��� ���[���p���p���.��� ���2���1���9���-���2���2���9���]
	Anthropology of the Global, Globalizing Anthropology: A Commentary / L'anthropologie du global, l'anthropologie globalisante: un commentaire [pp. 231-252]

	Gendering Colour: Identity, Femininity and Marriage in Kerala [pp. 253-272]
	Manufacturing Mammies: The Burdens of Service Work and Welfare Reform among Battered Black Women [pp. 273-288]
	Book Reviews / Comptes rendus
	Review: untitled [pp. 289-290]
	Review: untitled [pp. 290-291]
	Review: untitled [pp. 291-293]
	Review: untitled [pp. 293-294]
	Review: untitled [pp. 294-296]
	Review: untitled [pp. 296-297]
	Review: untitled [pp. 297-298]
	Review: untitled [pp. 298-300]

	Film Review / Revue de Film
	Review: untitled [pp. 301-303]

	Books Received / Livres reçus [pp. 304-304]
	Back Matter



