Betty Kobayashi Issenman, Sinews of Survival: The Living
Legacy of Inuit Clothing, University of British Columbia Press
in association with Etudes/Inuit/Studies in 1997, 274 pages,
ISBN 0-7748-0596-x (cloth), ISBN 0-7748-0599-4 (paper).

Reviewer: Jill Oakes
University of Manitoba

Stnews of Survival provides a survey of prehistoric, historic,
and contemporary Canadian Inuit clothing which includes exam-
ples drawn from Aboriginal peoples in Alaska, Russia and
Greenland. The first chapter focusses on tools, accessories and
garments found in archeological sites in Canada, Alaska and
Greenland. The second chapter provides a good introduction
to the main skins used in Inuit clothing, including seal, cari-
bou and bird skins. It also introduces each type of clothing
and how the clothing is layered to provide insulation. Skin
preparation procedures and excellent drawings of the stitches
used for different garments, including intestine parkas, are
presented in chapter three.

The main portion of the book presents a survey of Cana-
dian Inuit clothing which is well-organized with maps clearly
identifying the region, photographs illustrating regional styles
being used in a variety of activities, examples of garments from
museum collections and drawings of garment patterns by
Dorothy K. Burnham. The end of this chapter includes infor-
mation on the evolution of styles and the impact trade goods
had on Inuit clothing styles.

Chapter five, “Spiritual, Artistic and Social Traditions,”
provides a fascinating summary of the spiritual and sociocul-
tural meaning of symbols used by seamstresses in clothing
with examples drawn from throughout the circumpolar region
and as far south as the Lower Amur River (Russia-China bor-
der). The final chapter explores the relationships between
Inuit communities, elders, styles and symbols used in differ-
ent regions and museum collections.

An appendix includes an inventory of museums with
clothing collections from specific areas of the circumpolar
region. The inventory, footnotes, glossary of terms, acknowl-
edgments, references, illustration credits and sponsors pro-
vide valuable material for future reference. The index makes
it easy to locate information on similar topics located in differ-
ent chapters.

The archival and contemporary photographs, museum
artifacts, illustrations and maps contribute to the growing
body of published information in the field of Inuit clothing and
culture; however, a pair of Khanty or Nenets boots from
Siberia are mislabelled as Copper Inuit boots on page 53. The
material on these boot soles, which is identified as polar bear
skin, is actually the small pieces of skin located between the
reindeer toes. Quotes from Inuit are included throughout
“Sinews of Survival,” providing enriched explanations, per-
spectives and stories. This combination of Inuit voices, illus-
trations, photographs, archival records and museum artifacts
creates a holistic view of the meaning and importance of
clothing used in the Arctic.
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Marie Mauze, ed., Present is Past: Some Uses of Tradition in
Native Societies, Lanham: University Press of America, 1997,
242 pages.

Reviewer: L. Jane McMillan
University of British Colimbia

Marie Mauze presents a collection of essays generated from a
symposium on tradition in North American societies. The
essays detail a variety of definitions of the notion of tradition.
Several case studies provide critical analyses of approaches
and interpretations employed by anthropologists and Native
peoples illuminating the complexity of issues involved in this
highly contested concept.

Mauze begins by introducing the basic concepts arguing
that oppositional models of societies as modern or traditional
are not very useful as there is no sharp contrast between the
two. Her efforts are geared toward deconstructing precon-
ceived notions about Native people as living in traditional, static
societies. The debates in anthropology surrounding the concep-
tualization of tradition as conservatism, primordial continuity,
implied antiquity, heritability and changeless, are challenged by
new analyses which do not look for the purity or co-efficient
of traditionality, but rather examine the conditions which dis-
course and actions must fulfil in order to be considered tradi-
tional.

Mauze argues strongly that the past is definitely seen from
the perspective of the present in a politicized process of present
justification addressing questions of authenticity, authority and
invention. Thus, the past is continually reassessed and recon-
structed within the dynamism of tradition and history. This
argument is particularly salient as notions of tradition are con-
sidered within the context of Native societies challenging
ideas that Native societies must be changeless or non-evolv-
ing in order to be considered authentic.

The following three chapters demonstrate diverse analy-
ses of the concept of tradition from theoretical perspectives.
Jean Poullion’s essay links tradition with identity construc-
tion, and supports Mauze’s thesis that tradition flows from
the present to the past, but does not provide any Native
issues content. Pascal Boyer’s essay provides a psychological
theory as an alternative discourse that focusses on cognitive
processes as the location of the production and transmission
of tradition rather than social interaction. Boyer examines the
role of memory in tradition and its transmission in the distri-
bution of cultural representations.

Gerard Lenclud examines the relationship of history and
tradition through an analysis challenging oppositional models
of written versus non-written traditional transmission of his-
tories. Lenclud argues that the idea of conceptual opposites
sets up false dichotomies and fails to express the reality of
cultural experiences of the past. This is a rich and complex
chapter that theoretically explores Western concepts of history
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and historical consciousness, comparing and contrasting them
with Native historical conceptualizations, demonstrating that
Western historical consciousness continues to colonize Native
societies.

The chapters by Christian Feest and J.C.H. King examine
how tradition and symbols of the past are being utilized in a
variety of ways by Native societies both as signifiers of identity
and as ways to compete in changing market economies. Chris-
tian Feest explores the use of tradition as the preservation of
the past through the production of consumable forms such as
Native art and artifact collections. J.C.H. King examines sou-
venir production and tourism as forms of culture consumption
and as mediating symbols between Native and non-Native
worlds. These pieces look at questions of legitimacy, cultural
continuity and claimed authority within the construction of
pan-Indian identity and the appropriation of Native design and
art traditions by non-Natives.

Michael Harkin’s excellent essay examines the politi-
cization of symbolic invention and demonstrates the creative
constructive processes in which discourses of authenticity and
authority are empowered and contested. Harkin uses examples
from Northwest Coast potlatching history to explain the
dynamic validation processes of traditional symbols in contem-
porary contexts within Native communities. Massimiliano
Carocci’s article also examines how conceptions of the past
reformed and rearticulated to suit present needs within con-
temporary Native societies. His article about identity con-
struction and its validation explores syncretic processes
within pan-Indian movements, two-spirit phenomenon and
the urban gay American Indian community. James Waldram
also examines problematic issues of pan-Indianism and the
reification of Aboriginal culture within Canadian prison spiri-
tuality programs, arguing that identity may be confused by
restrictions of spiritual traits by prisons and the subsequent
fractured, reductionist view of what constitutes Indian cul-
ture.

The chapters by James Clifton, Robin Ridington and
Armin Geertz provide interesting ethnographic details as
they each discuss the tensions and techniques of tradition
invention with specific case study examples. Ridington and
Geertz convincingly argue that tradition and culture are con-
stantly renegotiated and invented in ongoing and often con-
tested processes of legitimization and authentification. Clifton,
on the other hand, promotes an objectivist stance arguing that
one can distinguish between authentic and inauthentic tradi-
tions through careful scholarship. His description of the inven-
tion of the Green Corn tradition and generalizations that
equate elders with tradition are condescending and fail to cap-
ture the creative and politicized processes of identity forma-
tion presented elsewhere in the collection.

Allan Hanson’s closing chapter is a useful summary of
the epistemological aspects of the changing conceptualization
of tradition and its invention within the discipline of anthropol-
ogy. Hanson argues that constructionist approaches to questions
of tradition best suit a postmodern genre of hyperrelativism, an
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approach he hopes will result in an increase in tolerance for
other ways of thinking and valuing.

In all, Mauze has delivered an exciting and challenging
collection. She has opened the door for much needed debate
as issues of tradition, its legitimacy and authenticity, are ever
more significant and contested particularly as Native people
and societies struggle to overcome the oppressions and injus-
tice brought on by continued colonization. Processes of nego-
tiated identity formation through invented tradition are
dynamic and complex. Mauze has provided anthropologists
and others with useful direction with the conjoining of theory
and method presented here. Perhaps a future collection could
provide an opportunity for Aboriginal peoples to voice their
analyses of these significant issues.

George E. Marcus (ed.), Corporate Futures: The Diffusion of
the Culturally Sensitive Corporate Form, Chicago: The Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, 1998.

Reviewer: Paul G. Letkemann
University of Lethbridge

Ten diverse chapters in this fifth of an annual series of edited
volumes entitled “Cultural Studies for the End of the Century,”
attempt to illustrate “the facts-and-figures-oriented corpora-
tion’s turn towards its soft cultural underbelly, and to things cul-
tural in general” (p. 2). This book is not centrally concerned
with the relationship of corporations to surrounding cultures,
instead showing ways that internal corporate culture is chang-
ing and why these changes must begin with alternate, innova-
tive forms of managerial ideology and practice.

The first chapter provides an historical and theoretical
background to questions surrounding the apparent lack of
effective or innovative leadership practices existing at the
managerial level. Included is a discussion of how the integra-
tion of human relations (or the cultural side of corporations)
with organizational decision-making and structure was par-
tially implemented, and met with resistance within corpora-
tions and through socio-economic and political change. This
historically comprehensive account argues that internal cor-
porate cultural awareness can occur only through innovative
managerial practice. The following chapters include discus-
sions between authors and a variety of middle- and upper-
management corporate executives. Front-line workers and
their ideas are ignored, although these corporate members
are paradoxically referred to, in general, as very innovative
people. This selective interviewing means that the cultural
dynamics and heterogeneity presented are more properly
those of corporate managerial, rather than “inclusive,” cul-
ture.

This selectivity notwithstanding, the chapters in this
book often prove fascinating, especially in those cases where
the interviewees are given equal narrative space as the
authors, thus becoming true interlocutors engaged in an
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