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Two of the most debated issues in the anthropology
of southern Europe have been about regional (or
culture area) distinctions and about the gendered dynam-
ics of relationships of power. We enter these debates in
this special issue of Anthropologica by bringing together a
series of ethnographic studies of gender, power and
intrahousehold relationships in five different field sites
located in the Spanish Galician provinces of A Coruiia
and QOurense and in the Alto Douro region of northern
Portugal.

The main aim of our comparative project is to indi-
cate the intraregional variation and complexity that char-
acterizes relationships between women and men in the
locales where we conducted field work during the late
1980s and the 1990s. In both academic and non-academic
discourse,! parts of Galician Spain and northern Portugal
have been constructed as territories in which women are
relatively autonomous and hold unusual positions of
dominance over men in both their own households and to
some extent in the “public”’ space of their neighbour-
hoods and local communities (e.g., Brggger, 1992; Brgg-
ger and Gilmore, 1997; Kelley, 1994; Rey-Henningsen,
1994). In other ethnographic work, and in our contribu-
tions to this special issue, we step back from historical
and recent overviews of gender and power in northwest-
ern Iberia to explore how the individual agency of indi-
viduals living in rural communities in this part of Europe
is both constrained and engendered in the context of
changing social and economic conditions.

Since the 1970s, cross-cultural investigations of gen-
der “difference” and the social body have been inter-
twined with an ongoing inquiry into the best ways to
theorize the circulation of power in relationships. Com-
parative research by feminist anthropologists has demon-
strated that, not only does the control and distribution of
resources within households and domestic networks con-
stitute political decision making, but also that kin, neigh-
bour and friendship relationships affect and are affected
by the shape of what had been conceptualized in an ear-
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lier period as being a distinct realm of “public”’ political-
economy (see, e.g., ethnographies by Cole, 1991; Collier,
1997; Hoodfar, 1997; and Tsing, 1993). Furthermore, the
influence of the foundational work of Michel Foucault
(e.g., 1979 [1977], 1990 [1978]) has led to the under-
standing that power is not an essence contained within
individuals or fixed social locations but rather is dissemi-
nated through the operation of always emergent, multi-
sided strategies (e.g., see Bordo, 1990; Bourdieu, 1990;
papers in Terry and Urla, 1995; and in Gupta and Fergu-
son, 1997). Conversely, practices and discourses are
always strategic and cannot be conceptualized as some-
how standing outside the circulation of power.

Eloquent ethnographic innovators such as Lila Abu-
Lughod (1993), Judith Okely (1996) and Kathleen Stew-
art (1996) have provided examples of how the circulation
of strategies of power are discernible in the contours of
everyday “moments” or in instances of “just talk.” Indi-
viduals’ subjectivities and relationships are thus imbued
with instances of both domination and subversion as well
as the possibility of slippages:

Practices that are resistant to a particular strategy of
power are thus never innocent of or outside power, for
they are always capable of being tactically appropriated
and redeployed within another strategy of power, al-
ways at risk of slipping from resistance against one
strategy of power into complicity with another. (Gupta
and Ferguson, 1997: 18-19)

This understanding of strategies of power as being
neither monolithic nor fixed apparatuses reaffirms the
significance of feminist anthropology’s challenges to an-
drocentric models of cross-cultural politics.2 As Collier
(1974), Friedl (1967), Nelson (1997 [1974]), Wolf (1974)
and others argued over two decades ago, a model of poli-
tics based in the notion of a rigid distinction between
domestic (private) and public domains had ignored the
vital impact of women'’s social networks and authorita-
tive practices. On the basis of androcentric assumptions,
domestic or household arrangements and interactions
were characterized as ‘natural,” homogeneous and per-
taining to the territory of the “private” and the “femi-
nine” while examples of “formal” politics were laid out
in elaborate comparative models. The critique posed by
the early work on the “anthropology of women” com-
pleted during the late 1960s, 1970s and early 1980s chal-
lenged the private/public dichotomy, and in so doing,
opened up the route toward a fuller understanding of
cross-cultural variation in discourses of gender and
power (e.g., Nelson, 1997 [1974]; Rogers, 1975; Wolf,
1974; and later syntheses by Dubisch, 1986 and Lam-
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phere, 1997). More recently, by adopting a similarly com-
plex approach to the delimited topic of masculinity or
manhood, ethnographers such as Gutmann (1996) and
Herzfeld (1985) have furthered in important ways the
overall project of developing sophisticated understand-
ings of gendered strategies of power.

Contributors to a 1988 collection on “Place and
Voice in Anthropology” drew our attention to a close
association between the inscription of particular “‘places”
and the circumscription of particular bodies of anthropo-
logical “knowledge” (Appadurai, 1988; in relation to the
present volume, see especially Fernandez, 1988; also see
Catedra, 1991). As Gupta and Ferguson (1997) make
clear, however, a decade of theoretical and political
inquiry into this association has resulted in the under-
standing that “cultural territorializations (like ethnic and
national ones) must be understood as complex and con-
tingent results of ongoing historical and political pro-
cesses. It is these processes, rather than pregiven
cultural-territorial entities, that require anthropological
study” (ibid.: 4). Anthropologists working in Galicia and
in northern Portugal have emphasized that their research
does not fit neatly into broad regional geographical cate-
gories such as the “Mediterranean’” or even ‘“southern
Europe” (e.g., see O’Neill, 1987; however, see note 3,
chapter 5 in Cole, 1991: 158). Clearly, both the entire
coast of Portugal and the western edge of northwestern
Spain are bordered by the Atlantic Ocean rather than the
Mediterranean Sea. Furthermore, aspects of the political
economies and social histories of some parts of Galicia
and northern Portugal can be more fruitfully compared to
other formerly peripheralized Atlantic “fringe” terri-
tories—such as Brittany in France and the Republic of
Ireland—as opposed to areas of central, eastern and
southern Iberia.

In 1989, in a critical evaluation of culture area re-
search on the ‘“Mediterranean,” the Portuguese anthro-
pologist Jodo de Pina-Cabral cautioned against an
overreliance on “‘troublesome notions” such as “kinship”
and “corporateness” that he reminds his readers were
developed in the context of an initial preoccupation in
anthropology with universalism and social evolution
(Pina-Cabral, 1989: 403). However, rather than eschew-
ing the dilemma of how comparative analyses can best be
carried out by qualitative researchers, he issues a call for
“historically informed and regionally specific processes
of contextualization” (ibid.) and a “return to less ambi-
tious modes of comparison that maintain greater respect
for the cultural specificity of the data” (ibid.: 404).

As we note above, all of the contributions to this
special issue are based on field work conducted in north-
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western Iberia: in locations in the part of Spain known as
Galicia and in the Alto Douro region of northern Portu-
gal. The Comunidad Auténoma (Autonomous Commu-
nity) of Galicia is situated in the Atlantic corner of Spain
that lies above the state of Portugal. Since 1981, Galicia
has comprised a regional government (the Xunia de
Galicia) which has gained increasing levels of jurisdic-
tional and fiscal autonomy over the last two decades.3
The territory administered by the Xunta is divided into
four distinct provinces: A Corufa, Lugo, Pontevedra and
Ourense. Due to a history of linguistic, cultural and polit-
ical distinctiveness, many Galicians and analysts of Gali-
cia regard it to be a non-state nation like Catalonia and
Euskadi (the Basque country) which were also incorpo-
rated into the Spanish state during the modern period.
The southern Galician provinces of Qurense and Ponte-
vedra share a border with the areas of northern Portugal
known as Tras-os-Montes, the Minho and the Alto Douro
(see Parkhurst’s paper in this volume; also Brettell,
1986: 14-20). Although the same degree of decentralized
governmental autonomy has not existed until now in
Portugal, the district capitals of Viana do Castelo, Braga,
Braganga, Porto and Vila Real are the seats of regional
administrative power in the northern part of Portugal.
Furthermore, we should also note that, although the
results were negative, in November of 1998 there was a
national referendum held in Portugal for the establish-
ment of Regides Administrativas (http:/www.referendo.
telepac.pt/) that would have resembled the 17 Auton-
omous Communities that have been instituted in post-
Franco Spain.

Over the last three decades, similar to the concern
voiced by Pina-Cabral (1989) about the importance of re-
vising our approaches to comparative research, feminist
anthropologists have also explored the best way to un-
dertake comparisons of gendered lives in different soci-
eties through time. During the mid-1970s and into the
early 1980s, there was a growing realization that much of
the terminology employed by social scientists interested
in gender had been based in a deeply rooted androcen-
trism, West European and North American cultural
biases, and the heritage of a 19th-century preoccupation
with models of change embedded in the notion of “pro-
gressive” social stages (for example, the self-critique in
Rosaldo, 1980). Although one reaction to this problem
was to focus on generating more detailed ethnographies
of gender ideologies, discourses and practices that con-
tained extensive transcriptions of individual narratives
and dialogues (e.g., Abu-Lughod, 1986, 1993; Shostak,
1983; Tsing 1993), another response was to call for the
development of more refined terms of comparison: “The

Anthropologica XLI (1999)

first thing that becomes apparent is... the need for
sharper, explicit, and cross-culturally applicable defini-
tions of power, authority, influence, and status” (Webster,
1975: 154; also see, e.g., Harris and Young, 1981). Both
of these types of exercises necessitate examinations of
how gendered systems of stratification are processual
and intersect with the circulation of strategies of power
that are associated with other bases for inequality such
as socioeconomic class (e.g., see di Leonardo, 1991a;
Yanagisako and Collier, 1987; Zavella, 1988).

Other authors have emphasized that we should pay
attention to how our informants employ generalizations
about gender (e.g., Kelley, 1994) and that researchers’
multiple and shifting positionalities frame both encoun-
ters in the “field” and analytical emphases (e.g., see
papers in Altorki and Fawzi El-Solh, 1988; Bell, Caplan
and Jahan Karim, 1983; Moore, 1994). Despite a wide-
spread awareness of the need for these and other intrica-
cies to be taken into account when undertaking gender
analysis, anthropologists have developed a number of
densely layered comparative projects which have led to
renewed appreciations of both the complexity of “differ-
ence” and the pervasiveness of discourses of inequality
and power; in light of Pina-Cabral’s (1989) cautionary
notes, in a sense it is revealing that many of these have
been based in regionally delimiteéd comparisons of differ-
ent case studies (see, e.g., Dubisch, 1986; Nash and Safa,
1976; Ong and Peletz, 1995; and Weiner, 1992).

As Pina-Cabral (1989) indicates, intraregional com-
parison is not only a good first step towards the devel-
opment of broader generalizations about interregional
similarities and differences, it is also a crucial undertak-
ing for critically engaging what have sometimes come to
be overly rigid demarcations of the ‘“key symbols” or
central social institutions of particular geographical
spaces and/or populations to which we refer above
(Appadurai, 1988). These demarcations are evident in a
variety of venues: in the everyday language of inhabi-
tants and outsider observers of a region or group, as well
as that of politicians and political activists with particular
agendas, and in the academic discourse of anthropolo-
gists and others. The northwestern corner of the Iberian
peninsula, by which we are including Galicia in Spain and
the Tras-os-Montes, Minho and Alto Douro areas of
northern Portugal, is one such “place.”

In the historical, geographical and anthropological lit-
erature, this part of southern Europe is known for a
number of historically long-standing patterns: a poor in-
frastructure and relatively little industrialization until
recent decades (Bauer, 1992; Roseman, 1996); high rates
of seasonal and permanent out-migration (Brettell, 1986,
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1991; J-M. Buechler, 1975); minifundia land tenure sys-
tems and the continuation of subsistence agriculture
alongside fishing and the production of agricultural and
craft commodities (e.g., Bouhier, 1979; Calo Lourido,
1978; Fidalgo Santamarifia, 1988, 1992; Fidalgo Santa-
marifia and Rodriguez Fernidndez-Taboadela, 1988; Iturra,
1988; Rodriguez Campos, 1983, 1990; Roseman, in
press); intraregionally variable patterns of uxorilocality,
patrilocality and natolocality (e.g., Bauer, 1987,
H. Buechler, 1987; Fernindez de Rota, 1984; Lisén
Tolosana, 1983 [1979]; O'Neill, 1987); and in the case of
Galicia, a related separate regional legal code pertaining
to some aspects of civil and family law (Albaladejo, 1979;
Castan Tobefas, 1964; Kelley, 1994: 73-74; Méndez,
1988). Furthermore, Galicia and some parts of northern
Portugal have also been identified as a counterpoint to
strategies of gendered difference characteristic of south-
ern Iberia and other parts of Europe: women perform
physically strenuous agricultural tasks such as ploughing
and clearing land; women often organize and are the
leaders of mixed gender collective work activities (see
Gala Gonzilez, 1995; Kelley, 1988, 1991, 1994; Roseman,
1993); in some maritime households in northern Portu-
gal, women went out to sea to fish and even skippered
their own boats (Cole, 1991); women have often con-
trolled the sale of commodities produced in agriculture
and in the fishery; in some areas, daughters rather than
sons are the main inheritors of land and houses; and his-
torically, there were significant numbers of unwed moth-
ers who became accepted within their communities as
respected household heads (see Brettell, 1985, 1986,
1991; Buechler and Buechler, 1981; Cole,1991; Kelley,
1988, 1991; Lis6n Tolosana, 1983 [1979]).

The characteristics listed above point to women'’s
relative equality in some circumstances and have thus
been identified as unique in the context of European eth-
nography generally, and more particularly in the context
of southern European societies. Any reading of gender,
power and household in southern Europe is unavoidably
conducted in light of the elaboration, by mainly English
anthropologists, during the 1960s of what was identified
as a generalizable moral code underlying differences in
gendered behaviours, roles and identities throughout
various regions of southern Europe and northern Africa,
including southern Spain and Portugal (Campbell, 1964;
Peristiany, 1965; Pitt-Rivers, 1965; for a non-anglophone
contribution, see Caro Baroja, 1965). This “honour and
shame” code was developed on the basis of what early
British ethnographers highlighted as one of the most sig-
nificant and pervasive cultural themes that they encoun-
tered in ‘“Mediterranean” societies; it accounted for
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interhousehold competition between men for prestige
and personal honour and an apparently corresponding
emphasis on women’s shame. Men were said to be re-
sponsible for protecting the honour of their households
through their monitoring, and defense of, the sexuality
and reproductive power (or fertility) of female relatives.
Women who were not sufficiently protected and who
engaged in pre- or extra-marital sexual relationships or
in related activities also evaluated as being dangerous
threats to their reputations, would experience unresolv-
able shame; the male relatives who pertained to these
same women’s households would have failed in their
guardianship role and would also suffer from social dis-
honour. In this androcentric explanatory model, each
woman’s chastity becomes in itself an objectified quality
over which men compete and women are portrayed as
though they have no voice or individual agency. Although
the “honour and shame” paradigm was widely accepted
by many anthropologists after its elaboration, it has also
been critically reevaluated. Cole (1991: 79), for example,
underscores that any analysis of family ideologies, gen-
der, and power in a state like Portugal must be histori-
cally situated and take into account the impact of the
Roman Catholic church and the political impositions of
authoritarian governments such as the Salazarean New
State (also see Schneider, 1971). In addition, even though
“honour” and/or “shame” may consitute significant emo-
tional and moral frameworks for individuals’ experience
in parts of southern Europe, there are equally forceful
sets of codes such as the importance of women demon-
strating a strong work ethic as productive—in addition
to reproductive—labourers and the weight given to both
men’s and women’s hospitality (Cole, 1991; Herzfeld,
1981, 1987; Kelley, 1988, 1991).

As Kelley (1994) has highlighted in an earlier publi-
cation, in the case of Galicia, its presentation by some as
being distinct from southern Iberia has at times led to an
exaggerated inversion of the original formulations of the
“honour and shame” paradigm. The most extreme inver-
sion is to label societies like Galicia as “matriarchal,” an
identification that has been utilized in contradictory ways
by some Galician nationalists who earlier in the century
promoted the association of this peripheralized part of
Spain with symbols of femininity (ibid.; also see del Valle,
1985 on the Basque country and the opposing view pre-
sented by feminist nationalists discussed in Roseman,
1997). In addition, when Kelley described the field work
that she was conducting with women in the rural coastal
community of Ezaro with both non-Galicians and urban
Galicians, these individuals often voiced a popularly held
stereotype of rural Galician women as being independent
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and tough (Kelley, 1984: 71). The ironic and contradic-
tory employment of symbols of Galician womanhood by
Galician urbanites and other Spaniards is mirrored in the
multiple self-identities constructed by women from
Ezaro themselves who experience “a tension in their
pride in their roles as strong-minded agriculturalists and
shame at their failure to live up to urban standards...”
(ibid.: 77; on this point, also see Cole, 1991 who prob-
lematizes women’s “‘double consciousness”).

Although it is unusual to see the term “matriarchy”
itself utilized in contemporary anthropological (and folk-
loric) works about Galicia or northern coastal Portugal,
some of us have emphasized the links between female
inheritance and uxorilocality—often associated with
male out-migration—and women’s relative power to
make decisions and control resources within their house-
holds (Brettell, 1986, 1991; Buechler and Buechler,
1984; Cole, 1991; Kelley, 1988, 1991; Roseman, 1993).
However, the sources of these strategies of power are
severely limited in their potential effects not least be-
cause many of these households are land-poor or land-
less (see Gala Gonzilez, 1995; Kelley, 1991; on this
general point, see Rogers, 1975). Furthermore, as
Brggger and Gilmore (1997) state, it can be argued that
female-centred or ‘“‘matrifocal” households are found
throughout the peninsula but that does not imply that
women from such households always have as much or
more power than men over domestic, local or even
translocal affairs.

The image of the existence in the past of ‘“matriar-
chal” societies in which women rather than men domi-
nated formal politics and economic distribution was
popular during the latter half of the 19th century. Terms
such as “matriarchal” and “matriarchy” were used in the
context of the development of stage models of social evo-
lution in which there was a presumption that human his-
tory had begun everywhere with a period of chaotic
promiscuity, was later followed by organized matriarchies
and then eventually resulted in patriarchal social ar-
rangements and ideologies. One of the better-known
texts that promotes such a model of successive stages is
Bachofen’s Das Mutterrecht (1967 [1861]). Not least be-
cause his argument is based on classical mythology
rather than on empirical data, Bachofen’s work was dis-
counted and came to be regarded as indicating “the
widespread Victorian effort to demonstrate that patri-
‘archy was the logical culmination of civilization” (Web-
ster, 1975: 143). In their search for evidence that male
dominance was not universal, a few second-wave femi-
nists such as Elizabeth Gould Davis (1971) did embrace
the image of the prevalence of “matriarchies” in antig-
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uity. Paula Webster (1975) indicates the close coinci-
dence of these arguments with essentialist portrayals of
women as possessing ‘“innate” characteristics such as
spirituality and cooperativeness that are the exact oppo-
site of a destructive “‘male principle” which includes mil-
itarism and materialism (ibid.: 152-153).* According to
this argument, although “matriarchy” is imagined to be
the inverse of patriarchy, women rulers would presum-
ably be “benevolent” rather than “masculist” (ibid.: 153).
Webster highlights that this limited celebration of narra-
tives of past matriarchies can be viewed as important
Utopian visions that fueled some strands of feminist
politics.5

In two recent overviews of the folklore and anthro-
pology of gender in Galicia, Paz Moreno Felit and Susana
de la Gala Gonzilez both emphasize that any accurate
portrayal of Galician women must take into account the
diversity of experiences of women living there during
different historical periods as well as the existence of
ambiguity and seeming contradictions in cultural con-
structions of gender. Through a careful examination of
the influence of oral culture among rural Galicians and in
early folkloric and ethnographic texts, Gala Gonzilez
concludes that “The ambiguity characteristic of the
songs, refrains, legends and beliefs in which women are
[somehow] represented can be explained as a result of
the inevitable polarization to which human thought often
reduces that which is believed to be understood: these
ones are ‘good’ or ‘bad,” ‘pretty’ or ‘unappreciable’...”
(Gala Gonzilez, 1999: 307; translation ours). Among
other points, Moreno Felit argues that the cultural con-
struction of concepts such as “work,” “family” and
“household” are ideological and embedded in particular
juridical histories and political economies: “Nor does it
make sense to assign gender to a domestic-private space
in opposition to the public one characterized as male . . .”
(Moreno Felit, 1999: 282; translation ours). She pro-
poses flexible frameworks for the analysis of gender in
which it is recognized that “The division of labour
according to the criteria of gender and age is very
dynamic and tremendously adaptive” (ibid.).

The sophisticated arguments posed in these two
essays derive from two intersecting bodies of literature:
the rich and subtle ethnographic work on Galicia that has
been carried out over the last few decades and a long his-
tory of complex evaluations of the various bases of power
in research on gender conducted by anthropologists and
by those in adjacent fields. Susana de la Gala Gonzilez’s
(1999) and Paz Moreno Felit’s (1999) emphasis on the
need for more sophisticated understandings of the “infor-
mal” realms of politics and on the reproduction of rela-
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tionships based on unequal amounts of social power and
authority echoes those posed almost a quarter of a cen-
tury ago by anthropologists such as Rogers (1975). Why,
then, have very different references to unitary ‘“female
dominance” in northwestern Iberia also appeared in
recent publications (e.g., Brggger and Gilmore, 1997;
Rey-Henningsen, 1994)? Below, we sketch how the
important connections that have been established to
exist between unequal property divisions, postmarital
residence patterns and men’s and women’s social loca-
tions in household arrangements and communities
should not be extrapolated to support claims of global
female control over men in this part of the world.

The Galician stem-family household system involves
a preference for unequal and usually postmortem inheri-
tance whereby one sibling in a family is granted the
majority of parents’ property after their deaths; in return
for this future material legacy, after marriage, that sibling
continues to reside in and/or formally pertain to her/his
natal household. This main heir is known by a variety of
terms that include “millorado” (the one who receives the
major portion or the millora), ‘‘meirazo” (the one who
merits), “casado en casa” (married into the house), or
simply “o de casa’ (the one who comes from the house)
(see Lison Tolosana, 1983 [1979]: 174), as well as other
works such as Fernindez de Rota, 1984; Iturra, 1988;
Méndez, 1988; Rodriguez Campos, 1990). Lis6n Tolosana
(1983 [1979]: 174) also refers to their being called “pa-
tron de casa ““ (the [singular] boss of the house).

In some stem-family households individuals may for-
mally pertain, and financially contribute, to their natal
domestic units while working over the long term in dis-
tant migrant destinations. From the mid-1970s until the
early 1990s, increased employment opportunities for
women in the service and manufacturing sectors of coun-
tries such as Switzerland, (then) West Germany and
France resulted in a prevalence of young women joining
their husbands in working abroad. Many of the children
of these couples remained in Galicia and were raised
largely by their grandparents.

In the comparative anthropological and social histori-
cal literature of Spain, parts of rural Galicia are known
for the continuance of these multigenerational family
households which are similar to those described as exist-
ing elsewhere in Europe (e.g., Douglass, 1988b). Brettell
(1986, 1988) and Cole (1991) have described a similar
combination of unequal inheritance and significant (but
shifting) proportions of both extended and multiple family
households in the northern Portuguese parishes of Lan-
heses and Vila Cha. For example, Galician stem-families
and various forms of complex family households in north-
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ern Portuguese coastal settlements resemble the patri-
lineal, virilocal stem-families of western Ireland (e.g., see
Arensberg, 1968); the rural stem-family households
associated with the Basque baserria mixed farming econ-
omy (e.g., Douglass, 1988a); and the ostal household sys-
tem of the Aveyronnais region of southern France
(Rogers, 1985, 1991).

In 1964 and 1965, the Spanish social anthropologist
Carmelo Lis6n Tolosana (often accompanied by his wife
Julia Cecile Houssemayne) undertook what would
become one of the founding field work projects of a mod-
ernist social anthropology of Galicia. He visited approxi-
mately 300 villages in the four provinces of the Galician
region and tape recorded interviews with approximately
1,500 informants, returning to many of these sites later
to confirm with these individuals the accuracy of their
transcriptions (Lisén Tolosana, 1983 [1979]: 11). The
results of this impressive investigation are most fully
described in the volume Antropologia cultural de Galicia
(1983 [1979]) but also appear in summary form in other
Spanish and English-language publications (e.g., Lisén
Tolosana, 1973a, 1973b, 1976). In his monograph, Lis6n
Tolosana focusses on the various levels of rural social
organization: the municipality (or rural township), the
parish, the village and the household. In this book and in
other syntheses, he provides a detailed comparison of
the variations of inheritance and postmarital residence
patterns found in different zones. For example, he de-
scribes the prevalence of equal inheritance and neolocal
postmarital residence in Galician cities and the southern-
most province of Ourense as well as the existence of
natolocality in some parts of Ourense (Lis6n Tolosana,
1983 [1979]: 302-31). Most of the book is dedicated,
however, to a discussion of the possible historical and
current causes, social and economic functions, and char-
acteristics of the system of unequal inheritance and
stem-family households. In chapters 7 and 8, one finds a
comparison of “patrilineal” and ‘“‘matrilineal” inheritance,
the former said to exist in a paradigmatic manner in the
mountainous interior of the province of Lugo.

Of his work on Galicia from this early period, it is
chapter 8 of Lisén Tolosana’s book, and similar discus-
sions in his related publications, which have perhaps had
the most impact outside of the circle of Galician and
Spanish studies’ specialists. This chapter is entitled
“Manda matrilineal,” which can be translated as “Matri-
lineal Preferential Inheritance.” In it, he describes ma-
trilineal inheritance and uxorilocality to be an exact
“inverse” of the preference for male heirs and in-
marrying sons that he discusses in his previous chapter
on patrilineality (Lis6n Tolosana, 1983 [1979]: 243). He
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tells his readers that the preference for female heirs and
daughters “marrying into” their natal households exists
mainly in coastal villages and is closely related to a fish-
ing economy which was associated with women adminis-
tering farms and with extensive male out-migration
(compare with Buechler, 1987; Buechler and Buechler,
1981, 1984; also, importantly, with Brettell, 1986, 1988,
1991 and Cole, 1991 on maritime households in north-
western Portugal). Lisén Tolosana emphasizes that un-
der these circumstances, there is often a less rigid
preferential division of property than one finds in most
instances of patrilineal manda (Lisén Tolosana, 1983
[1979]: 244). Nevertheless, as in cases of male heirs, the
“first phase” of this household system is not the post-
mortem legal inheritance of property but rather the pre-
liminary process whereby men become members of their
in-laws’ residential units. How do men negotiate their
social positions within households in which they are
newcomers, for which there are strong female “lines” or
histories, which were the natal houses not only of their
wives but also of their mothers-in-law, and of which
these mothers-in-law own most of the property?

In one section, Lis6n Tolosana begins to answer this
question with the statement: “If women dominate in
social and relational life, the submission of the man to his
wife and/or mother-in-law in the making of economic,
agricultural, and familial decisions is absolute (St en la
vida social y relacional domina la mujer, en las decisiones
econdmcias [sicl agricolas y familiares la sumision del
varén a su esposa y/o madre politica es absoluta)’ (Lisén
Tolosana, 1983 [1979]: 249; translation ours). Neverthe-
less, over the next few pages he goes on to qualify this
statement at some length. First, in some cases this hier-
archy is reversed; that is, when older people have to per-
suade their younger relatives to remain on the farm, it is
the younger people who have a significant amount of
social control over their elders (ibid.). This observation
relates to some other sections of his work in which Lisén
Tolosana recognizes the effect of wealth differences
among households in rural Galician communities and also
the impact of social changes during particular historical
periods (e.g., ibid: 238). That is, landless and land-poor
parents have always been at a relative disadvantage as
compared with their wealthier neighbours because the
prospect of inheriting their property has not been as
strong a lure. It is always more attractive for younger
people to seek the social status of being a major heir
when they come from relatively affluent households.
When social changes occur such as the opening up of
attractive economic opportunities either in Galicia or in
migrant destinations, the majority of peasant agricultur-
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alists could find themselves having less authority and
influence over adult children than they had previously. In
the post-1950s period, for example, an increasing num-
ber of individuals have preferred to leave poor natal
households as opposed to remaining there to fulfill the
obligation of caring for elderly parents. Second, in the
1960s Lis6n Tolosana found that men with specialized
trades who earned steady wages outside of the house-
hold often had “primary authority, either completely or
partially” (ibid.: 261). Third, the extent to which these
men (and one presumes others as well) had some “inde-
pendence . . . was relative and depended partially on the
temperament of the mother-in-law and the son-in-law’s
willingness to conciliate” (ibid.; compare with the impor-
tant discussion of the mechanisms of property transmis-
sion in northwestern Portugal by Brettell, 1991).

Despite Lisén Tolosana’s careful qualifications of his
portrayal of some households in Galician coastal villages
as “female-dominated” and the qualifications of Brettell
(1986, 1989) and Cole (1991) with respect to northwest-
ern Portugal, in a recent article comparing gender and
family patterns in different parts of Iberia, Jan Brggger
and David Gilmore (1997) cite this observation of Lis6n
Tolosana’s regarding a limited number of communities in
Galicia as extensible to the entire region of northwestern
Iberia and emphasize both the “matrifocality” of house-
holds and female dominance outside the house. Brggger
and Gilmore (1997: 15) write that “In this corner of
Iberia, the power and independence of women is more
than pronounced; it is absolute.” It is these latter charac-
teristics which they argue distinguishes gendered rela-
tionships in Galicia and parts of northern Portugal from
those in other parts of the Iberian peninsula. This evalua-
tion reflects Brggger’s earlier publications on the Por-
tuguese coastal settlement of Nazaré: “Even the casual
observer would be struck by the dominance of women
both in private and public Nazaré life” (Brggger, 1989:
21; also see Brggger, 1992).6

However, Brggger and Gilmore (1997) are following
Lis6n Tolosana (1983 [1979]) and others in pursuing the
general argument that there are significant regional differ-
ences with respect to gender equality and inequality
in Spain and Portugal. The factors that they emphasize to
underlie the greater degree of equality (or even domi-
nance) for women in the Galician and northern Portuguese
coastal regions are characterized in the first instance as
ecological and economic: smallholding farms, extensive
male out-migration, the continuing existence of matrilineal
inheritance and uxorilocality and women’s dominant role
throughout the region in managing farms and businesses
and in carrying out a full range of agricultural tasks.’
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In accounting for the fact that Galicians live within a
wider societal context in which they may confront individu-
als who do not comprehend the extent to which women
have domestic and social authority within households and
local communities, Lis6n Tolosana explains that

When they deal with people from the outside world,
they always have the referent of superiority, authority,
etc. as being masculine, that is to say, the exterior
ideology, ...but which neither has value nor makes
sense behind closed doors. And here one touches on
something that is fundamental in Galician culture, an
interior/exterior duality that affects many other
spheres of thought and action. . . . It is obvious that this
double perspective makes anthropological fieldwork
considerably more difficult [than elsewhere]. (Lis6n
Tolosana, 1983 [1979]: 259; translation ours)

Here, he highlights the importance of ethnographers
addressing how individuals specifically negotiate their
“presentation of self” (Goffman, 1959) with different in-
dividuals and in various contexts. In related work, Fried!
(1967), Reiter (1975), Riegelhaupt (1967), Rogers (1975,
1985), Wolf (1974) and others exposed juxtapositions and
interconnections between the public reinforcement of
particular patterns of social prestige and the operation of
power within intimate relationships in local communities.
A number of ethnographers of rural Galicia and northern
Portugal have already produced studies of gendered inter
and intrahousehold relationships, work, parenting, mar-
riage and widowhood that contradict any simplistic
deductions about gender and power in this part of the
world (e.g., Brettell, 1985, 1986, 1991; J.-M. Buechler,
1975; Buechler and Buechler, 1981, 1984; Callier-
Boisvert, 1966; Cole, 1991; Fernindez de Rota, 1984;
Gala Gonzalez, 1995; Gulevich, 1994, 1995, 1997; Gondar
Portasany, 1991; Kelley, 1988, 1991, 1994; Lis6n Tolo-
sana, 1987; Méndez, 1988; O’Neill, 1987; Pina-Cabral,
1986; Rodriguez Campos, 1983, 1990; Roseman, 1999).

In this special issue of Anthropologica, each of the
contributors presents an examination of ethnographic
data compiled during the late 1980s and in the 1990s in
five distinct locales, four of these located in the Spanish
Galician provinces of A Corufia and Ourense and one in
the Alto Douro region of Portugal. While Kelley, Parkhust
and Roseman all focus on specific locales, de la Gala also
provides her own explicit comparison of two Galician
field sites that differ historically, ecologically and cultur-
ally. All of our papers focus on the gendered access to
different political and economic strategies, and the com-
plexity of cultural constructions of gender identities. Evi-
dently, we are not claiming to provide a comprehensive
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coverage of the questions that surround the history and
ethnography of gender and power in this part of southern
Europe. Such an attempt would be counter to our ap-
proaches to furthering the comparative project in anthro-
pology. Interestingly, as has been true until recently for
the work done by many other anthropologists working in
northwestern Iberia (however, see Gulevich, 1994, 1995,
1997), each of us initially conducted field work in rural
settings and focussed largely on both subsistence and
commoditized agriculture; the important impact of out-
migration on sender communities; and the interpersonal
negotiations that occur among relatives and neighbours
in relatively small communities. It is this research that
necessarily forms the basis for the ethnography that we
present here. Notably, we refrain from generalizing
beyond this data because our use of specific case studies
of individuals, households and communities is closely
tied to our theoretical approach which aims to advance
our understanding of the circulation of power partly
through contextualizing and highlighting subjectivities;
the nuanced use of discourses; and examples of ambigu-
ity and contradiction. However, we hope that as we and
our students and colleagues continue to work in this part
of the world, we will develop further comparisons of our
field work data and analyses. We particularly look for-
ward to returning to the task of comparing each other’s
findings once more material is compiled in urban Galicia
and Portugal; on the operation of gendered strategies of
power within contexts such as industrial employment,
the civil service and the service economy; as well as on
ideologies of masculinity, men’s subjectivities and male
perspectives of gender and power.

In his contribution to the present issue, Shawn
Parkhurst carefully problematizes homogeneous conno-
tations of “northern Portugal” through a comparative
discussion of previous work on gender in various locales.
He also contributes a detailed analysis of women’s rela-
tive lack of economic power and personal autonomy in
the context of the agricultural economy of Socalcos—the
pseudonym for a wine-producing village located in the
part of the Alto Douro that is called Cima Corgo. As part
of his analysis, he disputes Brggger and Gilmore’s (1997)
characterization of northern Portuguese households as
uniformly “matrifocal.” Heidi Kelley and Sharon Rose-
man both respond directly to much of the “classic” litera-
ture on gender and power in Galicia through their focus
on emergent relationships between individuals pertain-
ing to the same households. Kelley questions previous
assumptions about “matrifocality” and the extent of fe-
male power in communities in coastal Galicia and demon-
strates the value of analyzing the emotional conflicts,
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discourses of power and assumptions about family rela-
tionships that inform individuals’ household narratives.
Roseman introduces her findings that authority politics
in stem-family households in Zas are characterized by
ongoing tensions between discourses emphasizing both
egalitarianism and social hierarchy. She also underscores
the importance of taking into account the impact of long-
term seasonal migration on household dynamics. Susana
de la Gala emphasizes the intersection of gender and
class domination during the first half of the 20th century
in the two parishes of Mourisca and Beba. In her analysis
of these processes of domination, she draws on ethno-
graphic and archival data to explore how work, migration,
inheritance, courtship and marriage patterns affected
women and men differently. She also includes the life
story narratives of two elderly women, both of whom
vividly evoke the personal experience of having been
born into rural households in these Galician locales ear-
lier in the century.

Our aim in this volume is to highlight that the dia-
logues advanced by the intraregional comparison of dis-
tinct field projects is one of the best ways to avoid the
danger of academic metonymy—of presenting examples
of particular locales as though they accurately represent
a whole “place” —that can lead to anthropological terri-
torialization (after Appadurai, 1988). The presentation
and analysis of data from various field sites can clarify
the extent of similarities and differences among locales
within particular regions. The authors of the papers con-
tained in this special issue of Anthropologica have the goal
of furthering an understanding of how a broad series of
shifting circumstances continually shape the circulation of
strategies and discourses of power within intimate family
networks. A main goal in having compiled this collection is
to wed the currently prevalent focus in anthropology on
the symbolic construction of individuals’ multiple-faceted
gender identities with a renewed consideration of the
effects of power differentials. The examples presented by
the contributors to the volume highlight how, as individu-
als from northern Portugal and Galician Spain endeavour
daily to ensure and better their material circumstances,
they also continuously evaluate the ways in which un-
equal access to economic and political resources affects
their own gendered, classed and territorialized lives.
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Notes

1 An early reference to a discourse of women’s power is found
in the legend that surrounds the figure of Queen Lupa who is
said to have been “una poderosa matrona” (a very powerful
matron) (Alonso Romero, 1983: 227) and to have played a
key role in ensuring the eventual development of the Gali-
cian city of Santiago de Compostela as a major pilgrimage
route for Europeans from the Middle Ages onward. The
legend—which has been repeated to researchers collecting
examples of Galician folklore in the 20th century—recounts
that, when the body of James the Apostle was miraculously
transported from ancient Palestine to the shores of Galicia,
the pagan Queen Lupa reversed her initial rejection of the
requests for assistance from the disciples who accompanied
the body of St. James. She is reputed to have converted to
Christianity and provided land on which a tomb and sanctu-
ary dedicated to James could be erected (see Alonso Romero,
1983; Llinares Garcia, 1989; and Valentine, 1983). It is this
tomb which it is said was later discovered in the 9th century
AD.

2 For an excellent overview of some of the tensions and possi-
bilities that have emerged out of various feminist theorists’
readings of the political implications of Foucault’s work on
subjectivity and power, see Sawicki (1994).

3 The 17 “Autonomous Communities” that now compose the
Spanish state were established gradually following the pas-
sage of the new Spanish Constitution in 1978. Due to their
special recognition as having been ‘historical nations,” the
first areas to gain regional governments were the Basque
country (Euskadi), Catalonia and Galicia (see, e.g., Donaghy
and Newton, 1987).

4 Among others, di Leonardo (1991b), has highlighted the way
in which anthropological data—along with mythology and
historical sketches of early city-states such as Crete—have
been used by some feminists to promote an ideology of a
“woman’s culture.” This construction most often consists of
a description of a psychological, emotional, social, ethical,
moral and spiritual unity among “women” from diverse time
periods and societies. As Webster (1975) indicated, in earlier
work on this subject such as that of Davis (1971), this unity
is often overtly described as “innate” rather than the result
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of socialization. The mix of biological and social metaphors is
confusing and contradictory. For example, patriarchal social
arrangements are said to be tied not to men’s innate qualities
but rather to “male” or “masculist” (sometimes ‘‘masculin-
ist”) principles. Clearly, the former line of argument would
not serve the cause of gender equality because men could
not change “innate” dominance behaviours.

5 Note that the work of Davis (1971) and others is very differ-
ent in argumentation and in the use of evidence from that of
feminist anthropologists such as Eleanor Leacock (e.g.,
1981), Kathleen Gough (e.g., 1975) and Karen Sacks (e.g.,
1979) who were interested in the link that Frederick Engels
established between private property regimes, monogamy
and lower social status for women. Rather than seeking proof
of “matriarchies” in the past, these scholars carefully ana-
lyzed the data indicating relative gender equality among for-
aging populations that did not have a notion of private
property.

6 The folklorist Marisa Rey-Henningsen (1994), whom we ref-
erence above, recently published her doctoral dissertation in
which she utilizes Lis6n Tolosana’s work extensively to sup-
port her argument that there is a “matriarchal” cultural dis-
course operating throughout Galicia.

7 Although she is approaching the problem from the perspec-
tive of a different discipline and academic tradition, it should
be noted that the folklorist Marisa Rey-Henningsen (1994) is
the most radical in her claims. She suggests that a Galician
culture of female dominance has existed for centuries and
“accords with the cultural and economic female dominance
and the matriarchal norms that prevailed until very recently
among large parts of the population in Galicia” (Rey-
Henningsen, 1994: 260).

References Cited

Abu-Lughod, Lila

1986 Veiled Sentiments: Honor and Poetry in a Bedouin Soci-
ety, Berkeley: University of California Press.

1993 Writing Women’s Worlds: Bedouin Stories, Berkeley:
University of California Press.

Albaladejo, Manuel, ed.

1979 Comentarios al codigo civil y compilaciones forales.
Tomo 32: Compilacion de Galicia, Jaén, Spain: Editorial
Revista de Derecho Privado, Editoriales de Derecho
Reunidos.

Alonso Romero, Fernando

1983 La Leyenda de la Reina Lupa en los Montes del Pindo,

Cuadernos de Estudios Gallegos, 34(99): 227-267.
Altorki, Soraya, and Camillia Fawzi El-Solh (eds.)

1988 Arab Women in the Field: Studying Your Own Society,

Syracuse: Syracuse University Press.
Appadurai, Arjun (ed.)

1988 Place and Voice in Anthropological Theory, Theme

Issue of Cultural Anthropology, 3:16-96.
Arensberg, Conrad

1968 The Irish Countryman: An Anthropological Study, Gar-

den City: Natural History Press.

98 / Sharon R. Roseman, Heidi Kelley

Bachofen, Johann Jackob

1967 [1861] Myth, Religion and Mother Right, Ralph Mann-

heim (trans.), Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Bauer, Rainer Lutz

1987 Inheritance and Inequality in a Spanish Galician Com-
munity, Ethnohistory, 34: 171-193.

1992 Changing Representations of Place, Community, and
Character in the Spanish Sierra del Caurel, American
Ethnologist, 19: 571-88.

Bell, Diane, Pat Caplan and Wazir Jahan Karim (eds.)

1983 Gendered Fields: Women, Men and Ethnography, Lon-

don and New York: Routledge.
Bordo, Susan

1990 Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Iden-

tity, New York: Routledge.
Boubhier, Abel

1979 La Galice: Essai Géographique et d’Interpretation d'un
Vieux Complexe Agraive, Tome 2, La Roche-su-Yon
(Vendée): Imprimerie Yonnaise.

Bourdieu, Pierre

1990 The Logic of Practice, Richard Nice (trans.), Stanford:

Stanford University Press.
Brettell, Caroline

1985 Male Migrants and Unwed Mothers: Illegitimacy in a
Northwestern Portuguese Town, Anthropology, 9(1 and
2): 87-110.

1986 Men Who Migrate, Women Who Wait: Population and
History in a Portuguese Parish, Princeton: Princeton
University Press.

1988 Emigration and Household Structure in a Portuguese
Parish, 1850-1920, Journal of Family History, 13: 33-57.

1991 Kinship and Contract: Property Transmission and
Family Relations in Northwestern Portugal, Compara-
tive Studies in Society and History, 33: 443-465.

Brggger, Jan

1989 Pre-bureaucratic Europeans: A Study of a Portuguese
Fishing Community, Oslo: Norwegian University Press
and the Institute for Comparative Research in Human
Culture.

1992 Nazaré: Women and Men in a Prebureaucratic Por-
tuguese Fishing Village, Fort Worth: Harcourt & Brace.

Brggger, Jan, and David D. Gilmore

1997 The Matrifocal Family in Iberia: Spain and Portugal

Compared. Ethnology,, 36(1): 13-30.
Buechler, Hans C.

1987 Spanish Galician Migration to Switzerland: Demo-
graphic Processes and Family Dynamics, Migrants to
Europe: The Role of Family, Labor, and Politics, Hans
Christian Buechler and Judith-Maria Buechler (eds.),
Westport: Greenwood Press: 221-264.

Buechler, Hans C., and Judith-Maria Buechler

1981 Carmen: The Autobiography of a Spanish Galician
Woman, Cambridge: Schenkman.

1984 Four Generations in Spanish Galicia: A Developmental
Analysis of Socioeconomic Options, Culture and Com-
munity in Europe: Essays in Honor of Conrad Arensberg,
Owen Lynch (ed.), New Delhi: Hindustani Press:
150-172.

Anthropologica XLI (1999)



Buechler, Judith-Maria
1975 The Eurogallegas: Female Spanish Migration, Being
Female: Reproduction, Powey, and Change, Dana Raphael
(ed.), The Hague: Mouton: 207-214.
Callier-Boisvert, Colette
1966 Soajo—Une communauté féminine rurale de I'Alto
Minho, Bulletin des études portugaises, 27: 237-278.
Calo Lourido, Francisco
1978 La cultura de un pueblo marinero Porto do Son, Santi-
ago de Compostela: Universidad de Santiago de Com-
postela.
Campbell, John K.
1964 Honour, Family and Patronage, Oxford: Clarendon.
Caro Baroja, Julio
1965 Honour and Shame: A Historical Account of Several
Conflicts, Honour and Shame: The Values of Mediter-
ranean Society, John G. Peristiany (ed.), London: Wei-
denfeld and Nicolson: 81-137.
Castan Tobeias, José
1964 La compilacion del derecho civil especial de Galicia,
Madrid: Instituto Editorial Reus.
Cétedra, Maria, (ed.)
1991 Los espaioles vistos por los antropdlogos, Madrid: Edi-
ciones Jicar.
Cole, Sally
1991 Women of the Praia: Work and Lives in a Portuguese
Coastal Community, Princeton: Princeton University
Press.
Collier, Jane Fishburne
1974 Women in Politics, Woman, Culture, and Society,
Michelle Zimbalist Rosaldo and Louise Lamphere (eds.),
Stanford: Stanford University Press: 89-96.
1997 From Duty to Desire: Remaking Families in a Spanish
Village, Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Davis, Elizabeth Gould
1971 The First Sex, New York: Putnam.
del Valle, Teresa (coord.)
1985 Mujer vasca: Imagen y realidad, Barcelona: Anthropos.
di Leonardo, Micaela
1991a Introduction, Gender, Culture and Political Economy:
Feminist Anthropology in Historical Perspective, Gender at
the Crossroads of Knowledge: Feminist Anthropology in the
Postmodern Era, Micaela di Leonardo (ed.), Berkeley:
University of California Press: 1-48.
1991b Woman’s Culture and Its Discontents, Golden Ages,
Dark Ages: Imagining the Past in Anthropology and His-
tory, Jay O’'Brien and William Roseberry (eds.), Berke-
ley: University of California Press.
Donaghy, Peter J., and Michael T. Newton
1987 Spain: A Guide to Political and Economic Institutions,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Douglass, William A.
1988a The Basque Stem Family Household: Myth or Real-
ity? Journal of Family History, 13(1): 75-89.
1988b Iberian Family History, Journal of Family History,
13(1): 1-12.
Dubisch, Jill (ed.)
1986 Gender and Power in Rural Greece, Princeton: Prince-
ton University Press.

Anthropologica XLI (1999)

Fernandez, James W.

1988 Andalusia on Our Minds: Two Contrasting Places in
Spain as Seen in a Vernacular Poetic Dual of the Late
19th Century, Cultural Anthropology, 3(1): 21-35.

Fernindez de Rota y Monter, José Antonio

1984 Antropologia de un viejo paisaje gallego, Madrid: Centro
de Investigaciones Sociolégicas y Siglo XXI de Espaiia
editores.

Fidalgo Santamarifia, Xosé Antén

1988 Antropologia de una parroquia rural, Ourense: Caja
Rural de Orense.

1992 O Afiador, Vigo: Ir Indo Edici6ns.

Fidalgo Santamarifia, Xosé Antén and Faustino Rodriguez
Fernandez-Taboadela

1988 Cinco profesions ambulantes ourensdns, Ourense:

Caixa Rural de Ourense.
Foucault, Michel

1979 [1977] Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison,
Alan Sheridan (trans.), New York: Vintage Books.

1990 [1978] The History of Sexuality: An Introduction, Vol. 1,
Robert Hurley (trans.), New York: Vintage Books.

Friedl, Ernestine

1967 Appearance and Reality: Status and Roles of Women in
Mediterranean Societies, Anthropological Quarterly,
40(3): 97-108.

Gala Gonzélez, Susana de la

1995 Tradicion y modernidad: una aproximacion a las rela-
ciones de genero en la sociedad rural gallega, PhD disser-
tation, Universidade de Santiago de Compostela.

1999  Apuntamentos etnogrdficos sobre a presencia das
mulleres na vida cotia gallega, Capitulo 7, Tomo 4, Serie
Galicia: Antropoloxia, A. Coruiia: Hércules Edici6ns:
298-317.

Goffman, Erving

1959 The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life, Garden City:

Doubleday.
Gondar Portasany, Marcial

1991 Mulleres de mortos: Cara a unha antropoloxia da muller

galega, Vigo: Ediciéns Xerais de Galicia.
Gough, Kathleen

1975 The Origin of the Family, Toward an Anthropology of
Women, Rayna R. Reiter, (ed.), New York: Monthly Re-
view Press: 51-76.

Gulevich, Tanya

1994 Humor and Hierarchy: Reflections on Working Class
Women’s Wit in Galicia, Spain, Paper presented at the
Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Asso-
ciation in Atlanta, Georgia.

1995 Gender, Class and Rural-Urban Distinctions in a Span-
ish City, PhD dissertation, University of Michigan.

1997 Gender and Power in Urban Galicia, Paper presented
at the Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological
Association in Washington, DC.

Gupta, Akhil, and James Ferguson (eds.)

1997 Culture, Power, Place: Explorations in Critical Anthro-

pology, Durham: Duke University Press.
Gutmann, Matthew

1996 The Meanings of Macho: Being a Man in Mexico City,

Berkeley: University of California Press.

Introduction / 99



Harris, Olivia, and Kate Young

1981 Engendered Structures: Some Problems in the Analy-
sis of Reproduction, The Anthropology of Pre-Capitalist
Societies, Joel S. Kahn and Joseph R. Llobera (eds.), Lon-
don: Macmillan: 109-147.

Herzfeld, Michael

1981 Honour and Shame: Problems in the Comparative
Analysis of Moral Systems, Man (n.s.), 15(2): 339-351.

1985 The Poetics of Manhood: Contest and Identity in a Cre-
tan Mountain Village, Princeton: Princeton University
Press.

1987 ‘“As in Your Own House”: Hospitality, Ethnography,
and the Stereotype of Mediterranean Society, Honor and
Shame and the Unity of the Mediterranean, David
D. Gilmore (ed.), Washington: American Anthropological
Association: 75-89.

Hoodfar, Homa

1997 Between Marriage and the Market: Intimate Politics and
Survival in Cairo, Berkeley: University of California
Press.

http:/www.referendo.telepac.pt/

1998 Referendo Nacional de 8 de Novembro de 1998—

Escrutinio provisério.
Iturra, Ratil

1988 Antropologia econdmica de la Galicia rural, Santiago de

Compostela: Xunta de Galicia.
Kelley, Heidi

1988 Competition vs. Cooperation: Female Self-Image in a
Coastal Galician Community, PhD dissertation, Univer-
sity of Washington.

1991 Unwed Mothers and Household Reputation in a Span-
ish Galician Community, American Ethnologist, 18: 147-
162.

1994 The Myth of Matriarchy: Symbols of Womanhood in
Galician Regional Identity, Anthropological Quarterly,
67(2): 71-80.

Lamphere, Louise

1997 The Domestic Sphere of Women and the Public World
of Men: The Strengths and Limitations of an Anthropo-
logical Dichotomy, Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective,
Caroline B. Brettell and Carolyn E Sargent (eds.), Upper
Saddle River: Prentice-Hall.

Leacock, Eleanor

1981 Mpyths of Male Dominance: Collected Articles on Women
Cross-Culturally, New York and London: Monthly Re-
view Press.

Lis6n Tolosana, Carmelo

1973a La casa en Galicia, Ensayos de antropologia social,
C. Lis6n Tolosana, (ed.), Madrid: Editorial Ayuso.

1973b Some Aspects of Moral Structure in Galician Ham-
lets, American Anthropologist, 75: 823-834.

1976 The Ethics of Inheritance, Mediterranean Family
Structures, ].G. Peristiany (ed.), Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press: 305-315.

1983 [1979] Antropologia cultural de Galicia, Madrid: Akal
Editor.

1987 [1979] Brujeria, estructura social y simbolismo en Gali-
cia. Antropologia cultural de Galicia 2, Madrid: Akal Edi-
torial.

100 / Sharon R. Roseman, Heidi Kelley

Llinares Garcia, Mar

1989 La Reina Lupa entre La Leyenda Literaria y la Tradi-
cion Popular, Cuadernos de Estudios Gallegos, 38(103):
299-320.

Méndez, Lourdes

1988 “Cousas de mulleres.” Campesinas, poder y vida cotidi-

ana (Lugo 1940-1980), Barcelona: Editorial Anthropos.
Moore, Henrietta L.

1994 A Passion for Difference: Essays in Anthropology and
Gender, Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana Univer-
sity Press.

Moreno Felid, Paz

1999 Da ficcion do matriarcado é economia informal. Mo-
delos e relacions de xénero na cultura galega, Capitulo 6,
Tomo 4: Serie Galicia: Antropoloxia, A. Coruiia, Hér-
cules Ediciénes: 264-297.

Nash, June, and Helen Icken Safa (eds.)

1976 Sex and Class in Latin America: Women’s Perspectives
on Politics, Economics, and the Family in the Third World,
New York: Praeger.

Nelson, Cynthia

1997 Public and Private Politics: Women in the Middle
Eastern World, Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective,
Caroline B. Brettell and Carolyn E Sargent (eds.), Upper
Saddle River: Prentice-Hall: 111-123 (originally pub-
lished in 1974 in American Ethnologist, 1:3).

Okely, Judith

1996 Defiant Moments: Gender, Resistance and Individuals,
Own or Other Culture, London and New York: Rout-
ledge: 206-233.

O’Neill, Brian Juan

1987 Soctal Inequality in a Portuguese Hamlet: Land, Late
Marriage, and Bastardy, 1870-1978, Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press.

Ong, Aihwa, and Michael G. Peletz (eds.)

1995 Bewitching Women, Pious Men: Gender and Body Poli-
tics in Southeast Asia, Berkeley: University of California
Press.

Peristiany, John G. (ed.)

1965 Honour and Shame: The Values of Mediterranean Soci-

ety, London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson.
Pina-Cabral, Joao

1986 Sons of Adam, Daughters of Eve: The Peasant World-
view of the Alto Minho, Oxford: Clarendon.

1989 The Mediterranean as a Category of Regional Com-
parison: A Critical View, Current Anthropology, 30(3):
399-406.

Pitt-Rivers, Julian

1965 Honour and Social Status, Honour and Shame: The
Values of Mediterranean Soctety, John G. Peristiany (ed.),
London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson: 19-78.

Reiter, Rayna R.

1975 Men and Women in the South of France, Toward an
Anthropology of Women, R.R. Reiter (ed.), New York:
Monthly Review Press: 283-308.

Rey-Henningsen, Marisa

1994 The World of the Ploughwoman: Folklore and Reality in
Matriarchal Northwest Spain, Helsinki: Academia Scien-
tiarum Fennica.

Anthropologica XLI (1999)



Riegelhaupt, Joyce

1967 Saloio Women: An Analysis of Informal and Formal
Political and Economic Roles of Portuguese Peasant
Women, Anthropological Quarterly, 40: 109-126.

Rodriguez Campos, Joaquin

1983 Economia, estratificacion social y adaptacion (estudio
antropoldgico en la Tierra de Montes), PhD dissertation,
Universidad de Santiago de Compostela.

1990 La crisis de un sistema de vida tradicional, Antro-
pologia y etnografia de las proximidades de La Sierra de
Ancares, Vol. 1, Lugo: Servicio de Publicaciones Diputa-
ci6én Provincial: 125-190.

Rogers, Susan Carol

1975 Female Forms of Power and the Myth of Male Domi-
nance: A Model of Female-Male Interaction in Peasant
Society, American Ethnologist, 2: 727-756.

1985 Gender in Southwestern France: The Myth of Male
Dominance Revisited, Anthropology, 9(1-2): 65-86.

1991 Shaping Modern Times in Rural France: The Transfor-
mation and Reproduction of an Aveyronnais Community,
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Rosaldo, Michelle Zimbalist

1980 The Use and Abuse of Anthropology: Reflections on

Cross-cultural Understanding, Signs, 5(3): 389-417.
Roseman, Sharon R.

1993 Santiago de Carreira: Stories of Labour in a Commu-
nity of Galician Worker-Peasants, PhD dissertation,
McMaster University.

1996 “How We Built the Road”: The Politics of Memory in
Rural Galicia, American Ethnologist, 23(4): 1-25.

1997 Celebrating Silenced Words: The “Reimagining” of a
Feminist Nation in Late Twentieth-Century Galicia,
Feminist Studies, 23(1): 43-71.

1999 “Fixo Ben (She Did the Right Thing)”: Women and
Social Disruption in Rural Galicia, Feminist Fields: Eth-
nographic Insights, Rae Bridgman, Sally Cole and
Heather Howard-Bobiwash (eds.), Peterborough: Broad-
view Press: 212-228.

in press Selling Skill, Selling Labor: Clandestine Seam-
stresses and Dressmakers in Galician Spain, 1940s to
1990s, Women in the Informal Sector: Case Studies and
Theoretical Approaches, Tamar Diana Wilson and Judith
Marti (eds.), Albany: SUNY Press.

Sacks, Karen

1979 Sisters and Wives: The Past and Future of Sexual

Equality, Westport: Greenwood Press.
Sawicki, Jana

1994 Foucault, Feminism, and Questions of Identity, The
Cambridge Companion to Foucault, Gary Gutting (ed.),
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press: 286-313.

Anthropologica XLI (1999)

Schneider, Jane

1971 Of Vigilance and Virgins: Honour, Shame and Access to

Resources in Mediterranean Society, Ethnology, 10: 1-24.
Shostak, Marjorie

1983 Nisa: The Life and Words of a !Kung Woman, New

York: Vintage Books.
Stewart, Kathleen

1996 A Space on the Side of the Road: Cultural Poetics in an
“Other” America, Princeton: Princeton University
Press.

Terry, Jennifer, and Jacqueline Urla (eds.)

1995 Deviant Bodies: Critical Perspectives on Difference in
Science and Popular Culture, Bloomington: Indiana Uni-
versity Press.

Tsing, Anna Lowenhaupt

1993 In the Realm of the Diamond Queen: Marginality in an
Out-of-the-Way Place, Princeton: Princeton University
Press.

Valetine, Kristin

1983 The Conversion of Reina Lupa: A Folktale from Galicia,

Tempe: Almond Tree Press.
Webster, Paula

1975 Matriarchy: A Vision of Power, Toward an Anthropol-
ogy of Women, Rayna R. Reiter (ed.), New York and Lon-
don: Monthly Review Press: 141-156.

Weiner, Annette B.

1992 Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of Keeping-While-

Giving, Berkeley: University of California Press.
Wolf, Margery

1974 Chinese Women: Old Skills in a New Context, Woman,
Culture, and Soctety, Michelle Zimbalist Rosaldo and
Louise Lamphere (eds.), Stanford: Stanford University
Press: 157-172.

Yanagisako, Sylvia Junko, and Jane Fishburne Collier

1987 Toward a Unified Analysis of Gender and Kinship,
Gender and Kinship: Essays Toward a Unified Analysis,
Jane Fishburne Collier and Sylvia Junko Yanagisako
(eds.), Stanford: Stanford University Press: 14-50.

Zavella, Patricia

1988 The Politics of Race and Gender: Organizing Chicana
Cannery Workers in Northern California, Women and the
Politics of Empowerment, Ann Bookman and Sandra Mor-
gen (eds.), Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Introduction / 101



	Contents
	p. 89
	p. 90
	p. 91
	p. 92
	p. 93
	p. 94
	p. 95
	p. 96
	p. 97
	p. 98
	p. 99
	p. 100
	p. 101

	Issue Table of Contents
	Anthropologica, Vol. 41, No. 2 (1999) pp. 87-220
	Front Matter
	Ethnographic Explorations of Gender and Power in Rural Northwestern Iberia / Explorations ethnographiques du pouvoir relié à la position des sexes dans le nord-ouest rural de la péninsule ibérique
	Location of Major Cities and Field Sites / Emplacement des principales villes et des sites étudiés [pp. 87-87]
	Introduction [pp. 89-101]
	In the Middle of the Myth: The Problem of Power in Gender Relations and the Alto Douro Region of Northern Portugal [pp. 103-115]
	"¿Quen Manda?" (Who's in Charge?): Household Authority Politics in Rural Galicia [pp. 117-132]
	"If I Really Were a Witch": Narratives of Female Power in a Coastal Galician Community [pp. 133-141]
	Day Workers, Main Heirs: Gender and Class Domination in the Parishes of Mourisca and Beba [pp. 143-153]
	Once upon a Time...: Comments on the Myth of Female Dominance [pp. 155-160]
	Il était une fois...: commentaires sur le mythe de la dominance des femmes [pp. 161-166]
	Phot Essay / Série de photos [pp. 167-176]

	Long-Range Forecasts of Society and Culture: Four Quantitative Methods from Cultural Anthropology [pp. 177-193]
	Indians, Odysseys and Vast, Empty Lands: The Myth of the Frontier in the Canadian Justice System [pp. 195-208]
	Book Reviews / Comptes rendus
	Review: untitled [pp. 209-210]
	Review: untitled [pp. 210-210]
	Review: untitled [pp. 210-211]
	Review: untitled [pp. 212-212]
	Review: untitled [pp. 213-214]
	Review: untitled [pp. 214-215]
	Review: untitled [pp. 215-217]

	þÿ�þ�ÿ���B���o���o���k���s��� ���R���e���c���e���i���v���e���d��� ���/��� ���L���i���v���r���e���s��� ���r���e���ç���u���s�������1���0���/���1���9���9���8��� ���t���o���/���à��� ���1���2���/���1���9���9���8��� ���[���p���p���.��� ���2���1���8���-���2���1���9���]
	Back Matter


	Canadian_Anthropology_Society_Anthro_41.2_1999.pdf
	Contents
	p. 87

	Issue Table of Contents
	Anthropologica, Vol. 41, No. 2 (1999) pp. 87-220
	Front Matter
	Ethnographic Explorations of Gender and Power in Rural Northwestern Iberia / Explorations ethnographiques du pouvoir relié à la position des sexes dans le nord-ouest rural de la péninsule ibérique
	Location of Major Cities and Field Sites / Emplacement des principales villes et des sites étudiés [pp. 87-87]
	Introduction [pp. 89-101]
	In the Middle of the Myth: The Problem of Power in Gender Relations and the Alto Douro Region of Northern Portugal [pp. 103-115]
	"¿Quen Manda?" (Who's in Charge?): Household Authority Politics in Rural Galicia [pp. 117-132]
	"If I Really Were a Witch": Narratives of Female Power in a Coastal Galician Community [pp. 133-141]
	Day Workers, Main Heirs: Gender and Class Domination in the Parishes of Mourisca and Beba [pp. 143-153]
	Once upon a Time...: Comments on the Myth of Female Dominance [pp. 155-160]
	Il était une fois...: commentaires sur le mythe de la dominance des femmes [pp. 161-166]
	Phot Essay / Série de photos [pp. 167-176]

	Long-Range Forecasts of Society and Culture: Four Quantitative Methods from Cultural Anthropology [pp. 177-193]
	Indians, Odysseys and Vast, Empty Lands: The Myth of the Frontier in the Canadian Justice System [pp. 195-208]
	Book Reviews / Comptes rendus
	Review: untitled [pp. 209-210]
	Review: untitled [pp. 210-210]
	Review: untitled [pp. 210-211]
	Review: untitled [pp. 212-212]
	Review: untitled [pp. 213-214]
	Review: untitled [pp. 214-215]
	Review: untitled [pp. 215-217]

	þÿ�þ�ÿ���B���o���o���k���s��� ���R���e���c���e���i���v���e���d��� ���/��� ���L���i���v���r���e���s��� ���r���e���ç���u���s�������1���0���/���1���9���9���8��� ���t���o���/���à��� ���1���2���/���1���9���9���8��� ���[���p���p���.��� ���2���1���8���-���2���1���9���]
	Back Matter




