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author indicates.) Distinction and relations between Khumbu and Sola Sherpa
are dismissed (p. 20) though Darjeeling Sherpa, in 1954, indicated to the reviewer
that such was significant. Similarly, lack of familiarity with Tibetan political
organization (prior to 1950) forces the author to reconstruct Sherpa political
organization without the clarification such data could bring to the functions
of gembu and pembu (pp. 117-120) in the past.

One might list further desires, such as more data on the economics of
monasteries per-se, interconnections of monks and laity with Tibet, an extensive
vocabulary (Sherpa is as yet unrecorded for linguistic study). Most importantly,
however, Haimendorf’s book enables us to add a valuable element to our under-
standing of the variations in Tibetan culture, hitherto only “scrappily” portrayed.
As with other books the author has written, it is a readable contribution to our
knowledge, filled with superb photographs.

RoBERT J. MILLER
University of Wisconsin

* *

Thai Peasant Personality : The Patterning of Interpersonal Behavior in the Village
of Bang Chan. HerserT P. PuirLips. Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of
California Press, 1965. xii-231 pp. $6.00.

This book is a commendable study of selected aspects of the psychological
life of the people of Bang Chan, a Thai village in the great Meenam Valley of
the heartland of Siam. The author, Herbert P. Phillips, devoted twenty-two
months to field research in Bang Chan, which had previously been the subject
of extensive ethnographic research by Lauriston Sharp and associates. Phillips’
stated objectives were both descriptive and methodological. He aimed to arrive
at a basic description of the dominant personality traits of the adult members
of Bang Chan on the one hand, and to test an approach to certain problems
involved in cross-cultural personality research on the other. Phillips obtained
two kinds of data: observational materials of overt behavior of the villagers in
social interaction, plus the subjective responses of a sample of 111 persons to a
“projective technique”, the Sentence Completion Test. Phillips discusses fully
the theoretical and methodological framework of his study, and he explains in
detail his methods of fieldwork.

Most interesting is Chapter I, entitled “Naturalistic Observation of Thai
Personality”, which involved “sketching a naturalistic portrayal of the villagers’
dominant personality traits on the basis of their overt behavior, and the pattern-
ing of these traits in their interpersonal contacts.” This approach, as Phillips
recognizes, could not be expected to provide information about how the villagers
subjectively perceive their own behavior and feelings. A picture emerges of an
individualistic, pragmatic, affable, self-concerned, gentle, fun-loving, non-aggressive
people, who place great value on equanimity, politeness (the “social cosmetic”),
and humor, and who interact cautiously within a loosely-structured social setting
which has been strongly affected by the tenets of Hinayana Buddhism. Phillips
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emphasizes the role in the village of respect patterns, and the “recognition of the
essential dignity of every human being” by the villagers.

The Sentence Completion Test, as constructed by Phillips, contained
thirteen general categories, of which three areas (aggression, dependency, and
attitudes toward authority) were found to be particularly significant in the lives
of the villagers. The questions were phrased as incomplete sentences (e.g. “When
I realize that other people do not like me. I feel...”, “He was most afraid
of ...”, etc.) in order to get at matters like feelings of rejection, anxiety, failure
and the like in a manner less likely to stir up psychological discomfort in the
subjects. Phillips regards this approach as of greater direct utility for cross-
cultural studies than the “naturalistic observation” method.

The world of the Bang Chan villager is essentially atomistic and non-
relational, and this is reflected even in the demographic pattern of the com-
munity, in which the houses are spread out over a considerable area. Phillips
quotes one villager as expressing it thus, “If people live far away from each
other, there will be no trouble.”

Phillips suggests that, in our Judaeo-Christian assumptions, the psychological
pleasures of interpersonal contacts, commitments, and interdependencies have
been overstressed. In contrast, the norm in Bang Chan is one of psychological
isolation, which “... is seen as self-reliance and mature emotional security.”
To quote Phillips, “What we have failed to see (or if we have seen, ignored)
is that there is immense psychological satisfaction to be gained through psycho-
logical isolation, or from experiences that require or presuppose isolation.” Phillips
regards the villagers of Bang Chan as emotionally tough, and concludes that
“they simply do not need other people very much.”

The book might well serve as a model for additional productive studies of
peoples in divergent cultural settings.
KENNETH M. STEWART
Arizona State University

* *

Understanding an African Kingdom : Bunyoro. Joun BraTTiE. Case Studies in
Cultural Anthropology;

The Igbo of Southeast Nigeria. Victor C. Ucrenpu. Studies in Anthropological
Method Series. New York and Toronto, Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1965.
. $1.25.

Les éditions Holt, Rinehart & Winston publient, entre autres, une trés
intéressante série traitant de la méthodologic des recherches ethnologiques.
Il s’agit, pour les promoteurs de cette collection, George et Louise Spindler,
de donner Yoccasion 3 des anthropologistes chevronnés de faire part de leurs
expériences de terrain: comment ils recueillent leurs données et leurs documents,
comment ils les mettent en ordre et les élaborent et comment ils les interprétent;
quels étaient les buts de leur recherche et quels furent les moyens employés
pour y parvenir.
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